Youth to College
Initiative

Bring college
to them.
About California Campus Compact
California Campus Compact (CACC) is a membership
organization of college and university presidents leading
California institutions of higher education in building a
statewide collaboration to promote service as a critical
component of higher education. Membership in California
Campus Compact includes membership in National
Campus Compact. There are network offices in 31 states and
over 1000 public and private two- and four-year member
colleges and universities across the nation.
The Y2C Initiative is part of an award totaling $1.5 million
from Learn and Serve America.

About Learn and Serve America
Learn and Serve America is a program of the Corporation
for National and Community Service, an independent
federal agency created to connect Americans of all ages
and backgrounds with opportunities to give back to their
communities and their nation.

Presenting the Youth to College Initiative.
Confronted with the growing number of students
from lower-income backgrounds across the state,
California faces tremendous challenges. As the
population continues to grow, the percentage
of college-bound youth from disadvantaged
communities is declining. For example, only 15%
of Hispanic 18-year-olds today will reach a fouryear institution. Regardless of race, it’s clear that
underserved populations are being left behind.

California Campus Compact
1600 Holloway Avenue
Pacific Plaza, Suite 750
San Francisco, CA 94132-4027
www.cacampuscompact.org
Contact Piper McGinley at 415-405-7577
or email piper@cacampuscompact.org

How do you get
youth to college?

Together, we can make
college education
a reality for more of
California’s youth.

Where some see obstacles
we see opportunity.
Youth to College (Y2C) is designed to help raise the
percentage of lower-income and underserved youth
preparing for and succeeding in college. Y2C is sponsored
by California Campus Compact, with funding from Learn
and Serve America.
Four college campuses were selected to participate as lead
Y2C institutions in their region, based on the strength of
their deep commitment to youth and communities; their
academic and community service leadership, including
service-learning and civic engagement; their wide networks
of community partners; and their ability to train and
deploy faculty, students, and community volunteers. Each
of these regions includes K-12 schools that serve high
concentrations of students who are less likely to follow
a college preparatory track. Key activities across all four
campuses include:
n	Working with at least three other colleges in their

region to provide service-learning and community
partnerships training and technical assistance.
n

I nvolving at least 3,000 college students and youth
per grant year in Y2C activities.

n

I mplementing a minimum of four to six new
service-learning courses at their institution or
on college partners’ campuses.

n

Demonstrating collaboration with on-campus and

community programs that are targeting the same
populations as the Y2C Initiative.
n

Youth work closely with HSU students and are able to visit
campus, becoming more familiar with campus culture while
developing social connections and academic skills that
will aid their transition to college.

University of San Diego

Humboldt State University

The USD Y2C program is designed to address the important
issue of students from under-represented groups who do
not know that higher education is a viable option for them.
The program helps build interest and prepare students
from underserved populations for college through tutoring,
mentoring, and joint service-learning projects.

Humboldt State’s Service Learning Center houses the
Y2C initiative in the Northern California region. Through
community and campus collaborations, they provide
tutoring and mentoring for youth, as well as campus tours
for students and parents. In addition, they hold workshops
on service-learning and community partnerships, and
involve college students and Y2C youth in MLK Day
activities. Y2C at HSU also supports service-learning and
civic engagement across the regional campus network.

Lead Contact: Elaine Elliott
Email: elliott@sandiego.edu

Fresno State University
Fresno State’s Y2C initiative addresses the need for
services that advance the personal, social, and academic
competencies of underserved youth in the Central Valley.
In addition, the program fosters an increased desire to
attend college and a commitment to community service.
A combination of tutoring and mentoring, college literacy
training, community service, and higher education servicelearning generation is being used to promote the goals of
the project and the success of the youth involved.

 ducating state and federal government
E
representatives about Y2C activities.

Lead Contact: Ann Bolick-Floss
Email: amb2@humboldt.edu

UCLA’s Y2C program brought
local youth to campus for their
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Oratorical Contest.

University of California, Los Angeles

Lead Contact: Anne Murphy
Email: annem@csufresno.edu

Planning or collaborating with regional partners on

activities for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service
that involve college students and/or Y2C youth.
n

Recently, USD students went to Linda Vista Elementary School
and created a mural project with a fifth grade class. Murals engage
students of different backgrounds and provide a platform for
learning and discussion.

Fresno State’s Club 2009,
designed for 10th graders
preparing for college, includes
weekly one-to-one mentoring
sessions with college students
over a three-year period.

Through their Youth to College Initiative, the UCLA Center
for Community Learning works with other campus partners
to provide mentoring services, information on college
applications, joint community service projects and Buddy
Days for high school youth in Los Angeles and Pasadena.
College and high school students collaborate on special
service projects related to the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of
Service. Regional partnerships are strengthened through
service-learning leadership institutes for faculty from
regional colleges and universities.
Lead Contact: Kathy O’Byrne
Email: kobyrne@college.ucla.edu

